à 


25TH ANNUAL TAMPA BAY TIMES FESTIVAL OF READING 


AN AMAZING ARRAY OF AUTHORS AWAITS YOU 


In Latitudes 


ampa Bay Cimes 


FLORIDA'S BEST NEWSPAPER 


kx x*x* SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2017 | $2 


(op tampabay.com 


SLOADED 


THOUSANDS OF GUNS ARE STOLEN EACH YEAR. 
ONE OF THEM WAS USED TO KILL A COP 


PART ONE OF TWO 


BY LAURA C. MOREL | Times Staff Writer 


Teresa Kondek’s doorbell rang, jolting her 
awake. She peered outside and saw police 
lights flooding her street. It was 3:11 a.m. 

She thought of her husband, a Tarpon 
Springs police officer. He was working the 
midnight shift and wouldn’t be home for 
another four hours. Teresa called him. When 
he didn’t pick up, she opened the front door. 

A sergeant she recognized stood outside. 
Teresa remembered her 
husband’s words: “If a Tar- 
pon uniform ever comes 
here, I won’t be home.” 
a A single gunshot ended 
Officer Charles Kondek’s 
life on Dec. 21, 2014. 

The weapon: a black, 
.40-caliber Glock, serial 


Officer number IENK082US. 

Charles The pistol came from a 

Kondek, 45, thriving supply chain that 

was fatally provides criminals in Flor- 

shot in 2014. ida tens of thousands of 
guns. 


In 2016 alone, at least one gun was 
reported stolen, on average, every hour. 

The Tampa Bay Times and Reveal from 
The Center for Investigative Reporting spent 
10 months examining thousands of law 
enforcement records to chronicle the extent 
of the stolen gun problem in the state. 

Those guns turn up in the hands of drug 
dealers and felons. Some wind up killing 
people. 
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Since 2007, at least 82,000 guns have been 
reported stolen and never found. In Tampa Bay 
alone, at least 9,000 stolen guns are missing. 

The Florida Department of Law Enforce- 
ment, a public safety agency with statewide 
jurisdiction, doesn’t keep track of how many 
stolen guns are recovered. The Times/Reveal 
obtained data from five law enforcement 
agencies in Florida and found that between 
2014 and 2016, they documented nearly 
11,000 stolen guns. Only about one in five 
has been recovered. 

Car burglaries across the state are driving 
the epidemic. Many gun owners leave their 
vehicles unlocked, making it easy for thieves 
to slip inside. In Jacksonville alone, more 
than 1,000 firearms were stolen from unse- 
cured vehicles in total during 2015 and 2016. 

Gun stores offer another easy target. Fire- 
arms stolen from these businesses during 
burglaries have more than quadrupled over 
the last five years, according to federal data, 
as owners continue to leave large caches of 
weapons in glass display cases at night. 

“That is how the criminals are getting 
armed,” said Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office 
Detective Tom Martin. “They’re not going 
to go to a store to buy guns. They're stealing 
them.” 

There are also more guns to steal. In Florida, 
the number of people carrying guns has surged 
in the past decade, from 438,864 in 2007 to 1.7 
million concealed permit holders this year. 

» See GUNS, 6A 


CHRIS URSO | Times (2014) 


Crime scene technicians gather evidence after the killing of Tarpon Springs Officer 
Charles Kondek. A gun stolen from a vehicle in Jacksonville was used to shoot him. 
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UNLOCKED 


The task 
at hand: 
Stop killer 


The three Seminole Heights 
murders give the interim police 
chief a chance to prove himself. 


BY TONY MARRERO 
Times Staff Writer 

TAMPA — Brian Dugan 
never expected to be here, 
mingling with Spiderman, 
Batman and Wonder Woman. 

A year earlier, he lay in a 
hospital bed recovering from 
cancer surgery and consider- 
ing retirement after 27 years 
with the Tampa Police Depart- 
ment. Now, as the depart- Interim police 
ment’s interim chief, he had Chief Brian 
come to southeast Semi- Dugan is a 27- 
nole Heights with a phalanx year veteran. 
of police officers to help save 
Halloween for a neighborhood scared of the dark. 

A string of three killings in the area has drawn 
international news coverage and thrust the 50- 
year-old veteran lawman into the spotlight. He has 
vowed to catch the killer, pleaded with residents 
to come forward with information that could help 
solve the case and urged them to fight the urge to 
stay inside. 

“Tt’s funny how life can throw you curveballs and 
how things can change,’ Dugan said as he walked 
alongside trick-or-treaters under a clear twilight 
» See DUGAN, 10A 


Brazile weighed 
pulling Clinton 
in favor of Biden 


Ex-DNC head’s book raises issues 
with the candidate’s campaign. 


Washington Post 

Former Democratic National 
Committee head Donna Brazile 
writes in a new book that she 
seriously contemplated replac- 
ing Hillary Clinton as the party’s 
2016 presidential nominee with 
then-Vice President Joe Biden in 
the aftermath of Clinton’s faint- Brazile 
ing spell, in part because Clin- 
ton’s campaign was “anemic” and had taken on 
“the odor of failure.” 

In an explosive new memoir, Brazile details 
widespread dysfunction and dissension through- 
out the Democratic Party, including secret deliber- 
ations over using her powers as interim DNC chair 
» See BRAZILE, 15A 


DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS 


Did you remember to set your clocks back? 


IN LOCAL 
Evacuees start over in bay area 


School districts have seen an influx of new students 
from Puerto Rico. 1B 


IN SPORTS 
Snap decisions 


The Tampa Bay Buccaneers have a history of giving 
up on first-round quarterbacks who go on to suc- 
ceed elsewhere. 1C 


Correction 


State Sen. Jack Latvala is 66 and returned to the 
Florida Senate in 2010. A story in Saturday's newspa- 
per stated otherwise. 
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